
Merry Christmas 2018 

 

Dear Friends & Family, 

As 2018 draws to a close, we can be grateful that it’s been a pretty good year for us. Jim retired in 
February, for good this time, and I kept on working at Edwards, as we continued to search for our 
retirement home in Sequim (pronounced “Squim”), Washington. Danny is still in Beijing, China, 
teaching English, and Jane is still in LA. 

Danny plans to come home in January for about a week. He’s bringing his girlfriend, Zoe, and we plan to 
celebrate Thanksgiving, Christmas, & both his and Jim’s birthdays all in one week. After they finish 
their west coast tour, they’ll be heading back to Beijing. 

We went to Sequim in July for the Lavender Festival, and stayed at the lovely B&B run by our real 
estate agent and her husband. We got to see some things we hadn’t had time to look at before and the 
weather was …. Perfect. OK, heat wave in Washington, but in Sequim that meant 80 – 85 degrees for a 
high and down into the 60’s at night. No air conditioning needed. The Lavender Festival was GREAT! 
Free parking, free admission, free shuttle around town to catch the (very impressive) quilt show at the 
middle school, the farmer’s market in the square, and a few other stops. Lots of nice things to buy, see, 
and do. We looked at a number of houses, and all had fatal flaws. We visited Port Townshend, enjoying 
seafood and a beer on the waterfront, and a sampling of brews at the local brewery. We went on some 
walks at local parks, and Jim borrowed Danny’s bike to do some nice local rides on the Olympic Trail. 
We spent some time in Olympia visiting our good friends the Slacks, and a day in Tacoma catching the 
beautiful glass museum there. It went by so fast. 

Yes, I’ve been there in the winter, and no, it doesn’t rain that much in Sequim. Google it!  

Not long after our midsummer visit, we found a one-acre lot for sale in the “right place” … close to the 
Dungeness Bay but up at 130’ elevation, in an area that is pretty much close to everything. You can look 
it up on Google Maps using 2041 Lotzgesell, (Lots’-gazelle) Sequim. We don’t have an assigned address 
yet, but that’s Google’s best guess.  We closed on it just in time for our 31st anniversary and are now 
working with a local architect to nail down the plan. The great thing about Sequim and environs is that 
it’s small enough so that builders care about their reputations and large enough to have a really great 
Costco.  

Now what’s left is to get our current house up to snuff so it’ll sell without needing a bunch of work. We 
got all the backyard drainage fixed (OMG the TREE ROOTS!) and Jim’s been replacing faulty water 
valves and corroded fixtures in the main bathroom (bath/shower), so it may not look like the latest 
magazine ad, but it’ll be attractive and fully functional, for a fraction of what I thought it would take. 
Next will be resurfacing the pool and getting that system all running automatically. Then fixing the 
backyard landscaping (giving a much smaller grass footprint). By the time we’re done, the new house 
should be under construction. We’re thinking I can retire by my birthday 2020. So—one more 
Christmas in the Giovanni house after this. 

Love to you all, and wishes for a wonderful holiday season!    ---Ann & Jim 



 

  

Us in Port Townshend watching the sailboats in the bay.  





 

I included several angles and distances out from the property so you could see it’s about a mile from the 
water. The brilliant green area south of our street is a fairly steep drop off to Matriotti Creek, a tributary 
of the Dungeness River. The Google photos were taken in late summer, and the brown grass really 
shows how little rain falls out here. The Olympic Mountains to the south block most of the rain. 

Below are sketches from our architect with something very close to the floor plan we intend to build. A 
lot of the details will be decided with the builder for construction trade-offs. But there will be both an 
attached and detached garage, skylights/tubes, a space for the piano, and a room for quilting which may 
have a murphy bed but won’t be configured as a guest bedroom. The guest bedroom will be large and 
have a respectable walk-in closet. I’ve got a pretty mature kitchen design which is only sketched here; 
but yes, that’s a big island  which will have seating for 4 at counter height. 

The detached garage will have a lift, a dedicated shop/work area, PLUS a man-cave—all designed by Jim 
and rendered by the architect. It will look very much like a little house from the outside. 



 

 

 



To see how Sequim fits into the greater PNW near Seattle, here’s the map showing the lay of the land. 
It’s about two hours from SeaTac airport to Sequim going around the south and west side of the Puget 
Sound, which is south of the map area shown. If you’re in Seattle, you’d go across the ferry to Bainbridge 
Island and through that way. It’s shorter but takes just as long and then there’s the cost of the ferry. 

Another bonus for taking the southern route through Tacoma is getting to cross the Tacoma Narrows 
Bridge. An engineer’s bucket list destination … 

 

  

Tacoma Narrows bridge from Point Defiance Park (in the city of Tacoma.) 


